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Welcome to the Spring Newsletter 
It has been quite a while since there has been a regular FoRWS newsletter and this is primarily due to 
the costs in circulating such a publication.  Whereas it’s easy (and free!) to email those on our mailing 
list who have email addresses, we also have a large contingent of OWs that do not have or use email 
and, therefore, we have always been committed to ensuring we keep in touch with everyone we can by 
whatever means works best for them. 
 
It seemed to be the right time to produce this newsletter as there have been quite a few developments 
in recent times and the FoRWS Committee no longer provide information, news or updates in this form.  
Whereas we do put posts on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/RoyalWansteadSchool) this 
doesn't help provide the news and information to those who are not part of the World Wide Web, 
which can sometimes lead to mis-information being circulated. 
 
Obviously we will never be able to replicate the old newsletter voice of Marianne Thorne but, I am 
prepared to give it a go!  Happy Reading! 
 
Karen Laverock 
FoRWS  Honorary Secretary and Archivist 

https://www.facebook.com/RoyalWansteadSchool
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Newsletter Facts and Figures 

Back in 2011, when I joined the FoRWS committee, I was very keen to revive the newsletter in the same 
tradition as started by Marianne Thorne back in October 1998.  I knew that Marianne’s regular 
newsletters had provided much joy and interest to many OWs and their families (including myself) and 
they also helped keep the links alive between OWs, FoRWS and the RNCF too. However, back in 2011 
we had over 800 names on our postal mailing list (and just 65 on our email mailing list) and at that time 
the cost of a 2nd class postage stamp was 50p.   
 
This meant that my first ever FoRWS mailing, sent on the 12th November 2012 (in relation to the 2012 
Carol Service and 2013 reunion date, which you can read online here: www.forws.org.uk/1st-letter) 
cost £400 to send in postage costs alone!  Once you add on the cost of paper and envelopes, each 
mailing was costing FoRWS around £450 (and that’s with the printing being done by myself using my 
own printers!) 
 
As FoRWS is totally funded by donations, this means that the option of a biannual newsletter was 
something that was unsustainable going forward. So, the committee decided to save our mailings for 
when we had firm details and dates set in stone about forthcoming reunions (which is not always an 
easy feat with building works taking place at the court, changes in court management and diaries not 
open as much in advance as we would like!) 
 
As the years have moved on our mailing list numbers have fluctuated; we receive letters of sad news on 
a monthly basis and requests to be removed from the mailing list as old age and ill health catch up with 
many OWs which makes the prospect of travelling to a reunion more of a challenge. But as the number 
of names on the postal list reduces bit by bit, the number of names on the email list has slowly 
increased as mobile phones and iPads (or other tablet devices!) make access to email more readily 
available to everyone, even the most PC averse! 
 
In keeping with Marianne’s Newsletter format of detailing reunion stats and reviews in past newsletters, 
I thought this would be a good place to start this newsletter. 
 
For the 2015 reunion this was our mailing stats:- 
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http://www.forws.org.uk/1st-letter
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We contacted a total of 792 Old Wansteadians, 643 by post and 149 by email.  105 letters were sent 
back marked “Return to Sender”, “No Longer at this Address” or sadly, “Addressee Deceased”.  We 
therefore amended our postal list accordingly.  Of the 149 emails we sent, only 97 were opened and 
read, 52 lay unread in unused inboxes around the world.  (Note: There are various reasons for this as 
well as the obvious, including people moving to new technology or new internet providers and losing 
access to their old provider supplied email address – I’m sure some of you remember when AOL was the 
defacto internet provider in the UK and anyone and everyone had an AOL email address!) 
 

After contacting 792 Old Wansteadians regarding the 2015 reunion we had around 140 attendees, 
which is a percentage of just around 17.5% of those on our mailing list. This number of attendees was a 
slight decrease in the number who attended the reunion  2013 (which was around 150), and so it was 
clear that the number of attendees was steadily, and sadly, declining.   
 

Therefore, it seemed like continuing the reunions was something that might not be possible going 
forward because with such low attendance numbers covering the costs associated with using the court 
buildings would become an impossible feat.  This is one of reasons the committee decided to hold the 
next reunion in 2018; a three-year gap and allowing the date to tie in nicely with the 175th Anniversary 
of the opening of the Snaresbrook building as the Infant Orphan Asylum.    
 

The 2018 reunion was billed as the 175th Anniversary Grand Reunion and, even though our mailing list 
continues to decline, we put a lot of effort into contacting as many Old Wansteadians as possible. If we 
had old email addresses for people which were going unread or bouncing, we trawled old paper lists to 
find their last known postal addresses in order to contact them by alternative means.   
 

Leading up to the 2018 Reunion, there were rumours that it may be the last one and this point had in 
fact been mooted at the FoRWS committee meetings.  If the number of attendees was less than 150, we 
would not be able to cover the essential reunion running costs (insurance, security, catering, chapel 
service etc.) but the committee agreed that, if this was to be the last reunion, we would go out in style 
and cover all the costs required from our existing funds.   
 

For the 2018 reunion these were our mailing stats:- 

 

      
 

A total of 737 Old Wansteadians were contacted with regard to the 2018 reunion, 509 by post and 228 by email. 
53 letters were sent back marked “Return to Sender” and of the 228 emails we sent, 96 were left unopened and 
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But our increased effort in tracking people down from old contact details and friends of friends worked and over 
250 people attended the 2018 reunion.  The biggest turnout for a decade! 

 

  Year Details Attendees 
1993 First ‘modern day’ reunion organised by the Royal Wanstead Foundation 600 

1997 Reunion organised by FoRWS in conjunction with the Royal Wanstead Foundation 400 

2000 Reunion organised by FoRWS alone  400 

2002 Reunion organised by FoRWS alone  358 

2005 Reunion organised by FoRWS alone  364 

2008 Reunion organised by FoRWS alone  unknown 

2011 Reunion organised by FoRWS alone  unknown 

2013 Reunion organised by FoRWS alone  150 

2015 Reunion organised by FoRWS alone  140 

2018 Reunion organised by FoRWS alone  250 

 
 

The 2018 Grand 175th Anniversary Reunion 

Planning and Preparation 

There were a few times before the date of the 2018 reunion that it felt like this was the one that would never 
happen!   

Snaresbrook Crown Court Management Changes 

There have been a lot of changes to the Crown Court staff over the years and therefore our contact when dealing 
with bookings and arrangements has changed multiple times.  John Newton-Davies attempts to keep up with the 
staff changes and meets the new incumbent as soon as possible to ensure we keep up the great communication 
links that the FoRWS Committee has built up over the years.  However, when the Crown Court management staff 
we had made all the arrangements with changed just one week before the reunion and everything that we had 
agreed for the day had to be re-agreed with the new management on Monday 25th June - just 5 days before the 
reunion... there were some worrying times! 

No Catering? 

Catering also became an issue as a new contractor was scheduled to take over the Crown Court catering contract 
in June.  Therefore, we were unable to make or agree any catering plans (food and drink wise) with the existing 
contractor and, when the new contractor did become available, the costs they were asking for the most basic of 
food options were not something that we felt we could offer our attendees.  Based on the overhead they were 
asking of us, it made more sense for us the cater the event ourselves.  Indeed, it was more work for all the 
committee but with help from some hardworking OWs, their families… and of course Mr. Marks and Mr. Spencer, 
we managed to pull off the catering and provide a buffet lunch included in the ticket price! 

Rain Stops Play! 

Plans for a second “John Best Memorial Trophy” 
cricket match between OWs and the Crown 
security staff had been planned after the fun 
time everyone had in 2015.   
 

However, even though the sun was shining 
pretty much throughout the whole of June, rain 
effectively stopped play and our cricket plans 
were scuppered!  As the ‘pitch’ is the drain-off 
from springs under the building into Eagle Pond 
and we had lots and lots of rain for weeks before 
the sun came out, the underground water table 
had caused the field to be waterlogged! 
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The Disappearing Archive… 

It was also quite a shock when the committee held its final reunion preparatory and planning meeting at the court 
in April 2018 and on visiting the storage area provided to FoRWS found the entire area containing our reunion 
displays had been cleared and absolutely nothing that had been stored there remained! 
 

What? Where did our displays go!?! 

In the days when Marianne Thorne was an integral part (and founding member) of the FoRWS committee she was 
an extremely committed and devoted archivist; spending lots of time and effort creating large format (6ft by 4ft!) 
coloured display sheets with copies of stories and photos meticulously assembled into a pictorial historical archive 
of the orphanages and school in all its iterations.  Marianne also spent time assembling “decade books” for the 
1900s, 1920s, 1930s, 1940s, 1950s and 1960s/70s using photocopies of photographs and correspondence she had 
been lent and sent by ex-pupils.  Some had been painstakingly annotated with who was in the pictures whereas in 
others the smiling children were left unknown and awaiting identification. 
 
During her lifetime, all the historical displays and copies of photos she worked on over the years were stored at 
her home.  Marianne’s home office was a veritable museum dedicated to all things Infant Orphan Asylum (IOA), 
Royal Infant Orphanage (RIO) and Royal Wanstead School ( RWS!  When Marianne sadly passed away in 
September 2008, the contents of her study were painstakingly catalogued by her son Robin and, in February 
2011, stored in a Big Yellow Storage Unit in Surrey, which was funded completely by the RNCF.  The RNCF’s own 
archives and school artefacts had also been relocated to this storage unit to free up space in their small offices in 
Cobham. 
 
In order to get access to the display material created by Marianne for the 2011 reunion, access to this storage 
unit and its contents was given to OW Keith Jemmett (then Secretary and acting chair for the FoRWS).  This meant 
the large format pictorial history were able to be displayed along with the assembled decade books and other 
artefacts donated to the FoRWS archive.   
 
However, storing the FoRWS display material in a storage unit in Surrey was not the best solution for either 
FoRWS or RNCF.  Keith made an appeal in the Summer 2009 journal /newsletter for OWs to step forward if they 
could offer storage space in or around London in order that the burden of storing the archives could be removed 
from the RNCF and access to the items for future reunions be made easier. 
 

What was held at the Big Yellow Storage Unit? 

When Keith announced his decision to step down from the FoRWS committee after the 2011 reunion, no 
alternative home for the display items and FoRWS archive material had been found and, therefore, most of the 
display items and associated reunion paperwork were returned to the Big Yellow storage unit in Surrey.  All 
except OW Peter Pitkin’s whole school photo display boards.  In his tenure on the committee, Keith had managed 
to negotiate a storage space in the old school workshops and the photo display boards were able to be moved 
there at the end of the 2011 reunion. 
 

In January 2013, in preparation for the 2013 reunion, I contacted Linda Moreby and Chris Hughes of the RNCF to 
ask about visiting the Big Yellow storage unit to ascertain how much was there and if we would need a van to 
transport it to the reunion (as had been required previously).   However, access to the unit was limited by way of 
the fact that the RNCF only had very few staff members and allocating a time for one of them to be away from the 
day-to-day office work and meet at the storage unit was restricted.  Chris was able to provide two dates that she 
could meet at the unit and, eager to move this forward, I agreed to meet on the 30th January 2013 even though 
this required both my husband and I to take the day off work. 
 

The visit to the Big Yellow storage unit was an interesting one.  I was surprised with, relatively, how little was 
there.  Considering I was told that this storage unit contained all the FoRWS material removed from Marianne’s 
house (listed comprehensively in the 8-page document compiled by Marianne's son Robin Thorne (which is 

available to view online here: www.forws.org.uk/2011-archives) plus all the archives belonging to the RNCF 
relating to the 150+ years of school life.    

http://www.forws.org.uk/2011-archives/
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The plan for this initial visit was to see how much was at the storage unit and determine the transport required to 
move it for the reunion, however standing at the door of the unit, Chris said, ”How big is your car?  Because I 
suggest you take what you need now, as I am not sure when we will be able to come back”.  I turned to my 
husband, he shrugged, and we got to work.   
 
At the front of the unit were six battered white filing boxes, labelled ‘FRWS Box 1’ – ‘FRWS Box 6’.  These boxes 
were clearly different from the other boxes in the unit which were large removal type brown boxes.  I had a 
glance in each of the FRWS boxes and could see it was material such as signs used at the reunions, folders of 
correspondence relating to the last reunion etc.  We decided that we would take these six boxes as it seemed 
they had been created by Keith and would clearly be of use for the next reunion.   
 
Ignoring the shallow crates of broken IOA china (of which there were about 10), I then looked into the top of each 
of the other boxes.  In one of the boxes there were the ‘decade folders' created by Marianne.  As I had seen these 
on display at previous reunions, we took this box.  This was similar for four other boxes; they contained clearly 
labelled display folders etc., that I had seen previously displayed at reunions.  It was at this point that my husband 
said that we would not be able to get much more in the car.  Although at the time we did have a large car with 
hatchback and folding seats, we had done well to fit in 11 large boxes so far!  I said, that if we could take the 
reunion displays that were propped up at one side of the unit then we would have everything we needed for the 
2013 reunion and, in theory, would not need to come back (at this point at least) and bearing in mind the 
difficulty getting dates to be accompanied by the RNCF staff, this would be a good thing! 
 
Getting the large format displays into the car was easier said than done!  It 
seems at some point the boards had been protectively packed in large 
sheets of Perspex and then wrapped in polythene film.  However, it seems 
the last journey they took may have been a treacherous one, as the 
Perspex was broken in places and the displays were hanging out the top 
and the bottom, leaving them a little tatty.   Also, the fact that the displays 
had all be wrapped together made them extremely heavy and unwieldy to 
carry… but we got them in the car. We went back to the unit to lock up 
and I noticed that on the left hand side was a tub of rolled up pictures; 
when I checked these I realised they were in fact the photocopies of maps 
that had been displayed at reunions before, so we took these as well as 
the old school uniform (minus badge) that was in a suit carrier (donated 
by Colin Riches) 
 

It was almost 8pm and dark when we finally got home and were unloading 
the boxes into our dining room and I remember my cry of dismay when 
the bottom fell out of one especially tattered box and the contents went rolling down our driveway into the road! 

 
A few days later, it was time to catalogue the items we had taken from the 
unit, as I had promised Chris Hughes I would do.  As I opened the door to 
my dining room and peered in, I realised the bulk of the FoRWS archive 
was now stored in my dining room!   
 

The items were catalogued (which is available to view online here: 

www.forws.org.uk/2013-archives) and although there was a lot of 
unnecessary old paperwork (such as used envelopes and photocopies of 
old booking forms) we were happy that we had all we needed to mount a 
successful display for the forthcoming 2013 reunion as had been done in 
previous years. 
 

Leading up to the 2013 reunion and continuing until the 2015 reunion, 
Marianne’s archive material was meticulously sorted; with every address 
on every envelope checked on the mailing list, each piece of memorabilia 
carefully sorted and placed into archival sleeves and every piece of paper 
filed or disposed of accordingly.   

http://forws.org.uk/2013-archives
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During this entire time all these items were stored in my dining room  with 
the large format pictorial historical display having almost permanent 
residence laid on my dining table (apart from when they were moved, 
carefully, to the garage twice, in December 2013 and December 2014, to 
allow my family to eat Christmas dinner at the table!) 
 

Whatever had happened to the 
archive previously was in the past 
and what I was trying to do going 
forward was create an archive of 

material that will allow the FoRWS provide the OWs with a legacy that can 
be accessed by themselves and their forebears in a structured and 
ordered way.   
 

(Note:  the remainder of the items in the Big Yellow Storage were donated 
to the Redbridge Heritage Centre in July 2017 – See RWS Archive 
Information on page 10 of this newsletter for more details) 
 

So, what was held in the Crown Court Workshop Storage? 

The wooden display stands housing OW Peter Pitkin’s compiled whole school photographs continued to be stored 
at the Crown Court in the workshop storage area and, after the 2015 reunion, Marianne’s large pictorial displays 
were also stored in the workshop storage as the committee had decided that after almost 20 years the displays 
were becoming very tatty; the glue holding things together was failing, pictures were falling off and the integrity 
of the display paper used was degrading making the displays extremely fragile.  The plan was for these displays to 
be completely recreated, with the information digitised, which would allow it to be used for both display 
purposes and online going forward.  
 
Immediately after the 2015 reunion, the newly sorted memorabilia boxes, associated display items and the 
'decade folders' for the 1900s, 1920s, 1930s etc. were also stored in the workshop storage area along with 
Marianne’s correspondence boxes (containing items such as letters of thanks for the hard work she did over the 
years).  However, in mid-2016 some of the memorabilia boxes were returned to my house so that they could be 
referenced for historical enquiries and the digitisation of these items could be looked into for the planned new 
displays.  These items are therefore still retained by the FoRWS Committee (as was seen at the 2018 reunion 
when they were on display as at previous reunions). 

 
And so, in November / December 2017 it was the following items that were cleared out, inadvertently, by 
contractors to the Crown Court.   

 Peter Pitkin’s Original Whole School Photo Display Boards  
o These have now mostly been recreated as was seen at the 2018 reunion 

 Marianne’s Large Format Pictorial History display sheets 

 Marianne’s ‘Decade Folders’ from 1900s - 1960s/70s 
o 1950s was on loan at the time, so we retain this folder 

 Large format photocopies of maps of school locations 

 Display stands used for memorabilia 
o Such as foam heads for cap displays and perspex stands 

 Old Merchandise previously sold at reunions, including; 
o Old stock of Wansteadian Ties 
o RWS Rubber Wristbands 
o Old RWS Christmas Cards and Notecards 

 Marianne’s old correspondence boxes  
o containing letters and copies of emails 
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Before the committee meeting in April, the FoRWS Committee, the court management and the court security 
staff were unaware that the FoRWS storage area had been cleared out.  The court management were aware that 
the rooms at the front of the old workshops (for you older OWs, where the swimming pool used to be!) was to be 
cleared to make way for furniture from other courts to be stored – but they were not aware that our small 
storage room located at the back of the workshops was also cleared out. 
 
After the initial shock of seeing our little storage room devoid of our treasures on the day of the FoRWS 
committee meeting in April and full-scale panic setting in about what we would display at the 2018 reunion, it 
soon became apparent that things weren’t as bad as first feared.  We still hold all the original rolled school photos 
donated to the FoRWS archive over the years and, by calling in a few favours, was able to cover all the years that 
were previously displayed by OW Peter Pitkin… and this collection will continue to be expanded on. 
 
Although producing the new displays required for the reunion in 6-7 weeks was a tight schedule and not what I 
expected to have to do in such a short timeframe, it allowed us to begin work on digitising the paper archive we 
hold, which has been our plan for some time. Every cloud!  

The Night Before 

After the tense and stressful final weeks leading up to the reunion, with so many things up in the air until the 11th 
hour, Friday the 29th June seem to come round very quickly... 
 
However, the physical setup at the court on the Friday night was done in a flash, with help appearing early doors 
from OW Joe Chapman and his able son Gareth, OW Ian Hammond and his wife Glenda, OW Kelvin Evans, new 
committee member and OW Roger Mew and his school friend OW Clive Holgate (*see remembrances) and from 
OW Anthony Larkin and his wife Pauline (although being my uncle and aunt they are somewhat strong-armed into 
helping!)  
 
Back at home, as is always the case the night before a reunion, my mother OW Maureen Larkin was busy folding 
the programmes for the day, while my brother assembled the name badges for attendees.  Friday night before a 
reunion is always a late one! 

The Day Itself 

The day itself dawned bright and clear and the committee’s early 08:30am start didn’t dampen spirits.  Rosey and 
her band of helpers set to work getting the food and drink areas ready and the rest of us pitched tweaking 
displays and enjoying the new items.  
 
The programme of events for the day was more ambitious than previous at reunions, with tours scheduled of 
parts of the old school building that have been closed since the building had become a Crown Court.  The tour I 
attended was buoyant and rowdy, with old boys pointing out the locations of their old dorm beds in what were 
now offices, courtrooms and waiting areas.  Unfortunately, video recording and photography in the court rooms is 
not permitted, so some of the interesting reminisces told by OWs in each room may never be repeated, but it was 
definitely a great experience. 
 
The old paper displays had been refreshed with digital enhancements, including a tear-jerking parade of whole 
school photos to the music of "I Vow to Thee My Country" by Gustav Holst displayed in Ultra High Definition on an 
impressive 46 inch screen!   
 
With lunch served buffet style at 1pm, the amount of people attending could be seen in full force when both 
cafeterias were full with queues to the door! 
 
The day seemed to progress in lightning speed, from the open at 10:30am, through the morning tours to the 
madness of lunch, on to the whole school photo and the chapel service and then, suddenly, the day was over. The 
old school had been abuzz with chatter, laughter and even some tears all day. 
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As always, we receive many positive comments after the event, with lots of attendees declaring “it was the best 
one yet!” (isn’t that always said?).  Here are some positive comments we received,  
 

“The place felt alive again! With the choir playing gently in the background and the moving display images, it was 
so different from previous years. What a great day!” 
 

“What a turnout! Everyone was in such good the spirits and the tours were amazing! When is the next one?” 
 

And, we also received this lovely letter from Derek Thackray (Marianne Thorne’s brother) which made us all very 
proud of the work we had put in to this reunion to keep the work Marianne had started back in 1994 going. 

 

So, When’s the Next One? 

Buoyed up by the great day, talk turned to “when’s the next one?”.  Seemingly the million dollar question!  In 
order to ascertain what timescale for reunions was favoured, I did a little straw poll on the RWS Facebook group 
about when the next one should be (as shown below).  The majority (9 people) voted for a 3 year gap and agreed 
that 2021, the 50th anniversary of the closing of RWS, was the best option for the next one. 
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In all reality we know that some OWs would love there to be an annual reunion at the court, but the costs of 
running it are prohibitive if we don’t have over 150 attendees, as detailed earlier.  Sure in theory we could still run 
a reunion with 25 attendees but each attendee would need to pay almost £100 each to cover the cost of 
insurance, security, catering etc!  
 
Plus, in the words of John Newton-Davies, running them annually would make them "less special" and attendees 
would perhaps put off attending until the next year. 
 
In order to get a full sample of opinions with regard to our reunions, including which day to hold the 2021 event, 
we have created an online survey that you can complete here:  www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2YTYZD9  
 
Please note: If you do not have internet access to complete the survey online, a paper copy is included with this 
newsletter for you to complete and send to the address shown. 

Other Events  

Of course, it’s always worth remembering that there is both an annual Armistice Day Remembrance Service (next 
one Monday November 11th at 1pm) and an annual Carol Service (next one Monday 9th December at 7pm) held in 
the old School Chapel to which Old Wansteadians are invited to attend.   
 
The Carol Service particularly is usually well attended by OWs and these events always turns into a mini-reunion 
with meals taking place between friends beforehand and drinks taking place in The Eagle afterwards!  An OW also 
reads a lesson in the service. 
 
With regard to the Armistice Day Remembrance Service, we are always looking for volunteers to lay the wreath 
on behalf of the OWs at the service.  Anyone can, for whatever reason, ask if they may "do the honours", but we 
feel priority should go to OW veterans, from any of the armed forces, be they male or female, especially if they 
haven't laid the OW wreath before.  If this is something you would like to do, please contact Mick (details on last 
page). 
 
 

RWS Archive Information  
It has always been the case that the IOA/RIO/RWS archive items were seemingly spread all over.  When the RWS 
Snaresbrook building closed as a school in 1971, a savvy member of the staff donated some items of historical 
value to the Redbridge Central Library in Ilford (now the Redbridge Heritage Centre) whereas other items were 
located with the Royal Wanstead Foundation at their office in Cobham. 
 
However, as office space became tight in the RWF/RNCF Cobham office, some of the larger and older reference 
items, such as the old admission registers, were stored at the Redbridge Central Library to allow them to be used 
for genealogical reference.  These items were effectively ‘on loan’ to the library as they had not been officially 
donated by RNCF at this point.  Which meant the library could only store them and not repair or maintain them if 
and when the need arose. 
 
When the FoRWS Committee was formed after the 1993 reunion, as detailed earlier in this newsletter, Marianne 
Thorne took on the role of honorary archivist, for the RWF/RNCF and FoRWS and in 2011 her complete archive 
was deposited in the Big Yellow Storage Unit. 
 
After we (FoRWS) recovered some items from the unit in 2013 things stayed the same until 2017; the library still 
had the old registers and various older documents, the FoRWS still had part of Marianne’s archive and the rest 
was kept in storage with the RNCF’s old items too. 
 

However, in June 2017, when RNCF merged with the The SpringBoard Bursary Foundation, the decision was made 
by them to clear the storage unit. Some items were sold at auction, some disposed of and the remainder donated 
to the Redbridge Central Library. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2YTYZD9
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Sadly the FoRWS never had the chance to bid on the items being sold at auction (we would have loved them for 
our own archive!) as we were only told after the sale had taken place.  However, on a more positive note, now 
the remainder of Marianne’s archive has been moved locally to the Central Library, this allows us access to items 
that we can use to remake the displays for our reunions. 
 
The other good news about the archive material being moved to the Redbridge Central Library is that access to 
these items is available to all.  If you are interested in looking at the items kept there, it is possible to arrange a 
visit to view items.  The collection officers at the library are currently still compiling the full catalogue of 
everything that was donated in 2017 but are very helpful to enquiries.  For a specific enquiry or to arrange to view 
the photographs or archives you must make a booking in advance by emailing  info.heritage@visionrcl.org.uk or 
by calling 020 8708 2422. 

 
 

Website News 
It seems pertinent in this newsletter to talk about websites as Marianne was always referring to the various 
websites that were setup by Old Wansteadians over the years. 
 
Although there have been a number of websites as referenced by Marianne in previous newsletters (all of which 
will be available to view on our website under publications in due course), the Friends of Royal Wanstead School 
never had their own web presence.  Therefore, setting up the very basic www.FoRWS.co.uk website was one of 
the first things I did after joining the committee.  This basic website was created as a holding page and a place to 
publicise dates for reunions and other events as well as allowing people to sign up to our mailing list.  
 
The plan back in 2011 was to expand upon this website in the fullness of time and for it to become a central 
location for news and historical information.  However, with a very limited number of people on the FoRWS 
committee, the bulk of our volunteer time was allocated to keeping the reunions going, answering genealogical 
requests and getting more items and articles ready to display at the reunions. 
 
The committee itself has much reduced in size over the years so the time available to work on various wish-list 
items is limited and the main purpose of the FoRWS when it was formed was to keep the reunions going, which is 
still our main directive. 
 
Back in 2016 it was hoped that we could launch and publicise a new RWS website in readiness for the 175th 
Anniversary Reunion in 2018, but this wasn’t to be.  However, after the scare of the court workshop clearout and 
the thought of what could have been a much worse situation, it was decided to bring forward the priority of 
getting everything we hold in our archive digitised and available online. 
 
And I am pleased to say that this work has now started in earnest!  The Friends of Royal Wanstead Heritage 
Website (www.forws.org.uk) is now live and will continue to be expanded upon.  As detailed in a Facebook post 
back in July 2018, we expect the work involved in digitising what we have to take about 2 years.  And of course, 
now we have access to the remainder of Marianne’s archives at the Redbridge Central Library, we can, where 
possible and in accordance with data protection regulations, integrate some of these items on our website too. 
 
As well as digitising all our historical paper archives and photos, we will be uploading photos taken at our 
reunions from the last 25 years.  If you do not want any photos that we may have of you to be made available to 
view online (or published in future newsletters) please let us know and we will endeavour to redact your image.    
 
We will also be writing regular articles on the website in relation to OW memories, stories and other historical 
information. If you'd like to submit anything to our archive or website, please get in touch either by email to 
Heritage@forws.org.uk or send them to FoRWS, 77 Prospect Road, Woodford Green, IG8 7NA. 
 

There is also a chat forum on the website (www.forws.org.uk/community) which you are free to join and chat 
with other Old Wansteadians if you wish!   

mailto:info.heritage@visionrcl.org.uk
http://www.forws.co.uk/
http://www.forws.org.uk/
http://www.forws.org.uk/community
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Memory Corner / From The Archives 

Theodore Henry Symons - Infant Orphan Asylum 1857- 1872 

It is always lovely to hear from people looking into a relative who attended the Infant Orphan Asylum or Royal 
Infant Orphanage.  In February this year I was contacted by Anne Hayes who was looking into her Great 
Grandfather's history.  As is usual for these enquiries, I attended the Redbridge Heritage Centre and looked up 
Theodore Symons and provided Anne with his admission details and family info.   Usually, the names written in 
the old books are just fading ink so it is nice to hear the story of what happened to Theodore after he left the IOA 
as detailed below by Anne. 
 

"My great grandfather was admitted to the Wanstead Infant Orphanage  in 1860 just short of his third 
birthday.  He was the youngest of a family of seven children and both his parents had died within a 
year of each other.   
 

The children were left in the care of their grandmother who had the responsibilityof finding a safe 
environment for the four youngest children.  A heartbreaking task – she was a widow and had now lost 
her daughter and son-in-law and the safety of the children rested with her.  She had a small income 
and would not have been able to provide for the children. 
 

My great grandfather remained at the orphanage until he was 15 and then lived with his older  brother 
and sister-in-law. He married when he was 24 and had a son and  lived in Hackney.  He then moved to 
Birmingham and worked in the Jewellery Quarter and had a further five children.  He named two of his 
children after the mother and father he had never known.   
 

He made a good living for himself and his family and bought a house in Edgbaston, an area of 
Birmingham that was being developed for the new wealthy middle classes.  He died aged 71 so he lived 
to a good age and all his children survived to their old age.   
 

After such sad beginnings he went on to have a good and long life and I like to think a happy one.   It 
would appear that he did appreciate the care and education he had received at the orphanage and 
from that large family he was the only one to have descendants to the present day so we also, as his 
descendants are grateful for the care he was given as without it we would not be here! 
 

Many thanks to Karen who looked up Theodore in the archives for me.  The records from the 
orphanage have certainly added another chapter to our family history – albeit a sad one!" 

 

If you have any memories that you'd like published either in the newsletter or online, please do submit them to 
Heritage@forws.org.uk or send them to FoRWS, 77 Prospect Road, Woodford Green, IG8 7NA. 
 

Remembrances 
We are sad to announce that the following OWs have left us since the last reunion, both of whom attended the 
last reunion in June 2018 
 
Clive Holgate - 1946-1953 
Clive flew over from the Philippines where he lived for the June 2018 reunion and helped us setup on the Friday 
night. Our thoughts are with his family and friends. 
 
Warren Stoner - 1966-1968 
Warren attended the June 2018 reunion and I was lucky enough to be on the old school tour with him.  I know he 
will be very much missed by his friends and our thoughts are with both them and his family. 
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